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eighteenth century [questo abuso non dovrebbe esser tolerato nel
derimottavo secolo]"
It is to seek to confound all the relations of things to require
a man to be at the same time accuser and accused, to make pain
the crucible of truth, as if the test of it lay in the muscles and
sinews of an unfortunate wretch. . . . This infamous crucible
of truth [Questo infame crociuolo della veritd] is a still-existing
monument of that primitive and savage legal system which called
trials by fire and boiling water, or the accidental decisions of
combat, judgments of God, as if the rings of the eternal chain in
the control of the First Cause must at every moment be dis-
arranged and put out for the petty institutions of mankind. . . .
This abuse ought not to be tolerated in the eighteenth century.
. . . These truths have been adopted by England, a nation the
glory of whose literature, the superiority of whose commerce and
wealth, and consequently of whose power, and the example of
whose virtue and courage, leave us" no doubt of the goodness
of her laws.
The use of torture was,dying out;, in most countries of
Central and Western Europe it was abolished by the monarchs
and governments of the ancien regime during tie last forty or
fifty years of the century. Besides England, Sweden, in the
person of Gustavus III, abolished torture in 1780. Frederick
II of Prussia had already abolished it in 1740, except in cases
of high treason and treachery. The Elector Frederick III of
Saxony (1763-1827) also abolished it. The Bishop of Osna-
briick was still permitting infliction of torture in the Osnabriick
prison when Howard visited him in 1781; in Brunswick-
Luneburg torture, though not legally abolished, had not been
employed for eighteen years. But in Vienna Howard, though
he saw a torture-room and the terrible instruments of pain,
could look at them only as curiosities, for the Emperor Joseph
II had forbidden their use for ever.*
The punishments which Smollett found in use at Nice in
1764 for crimes less than capital (for which hanging was the
1 John Howard, Principal Lazarettos (1791), Appendix 6, 9; Beccaria
op. cit. (trans. Farrer), p. 119.